Kollonige, Lady Vikes
too much for Hannan

Riverside girls upend
Bishop Hannan, 61-51

No. 4 Riverside used a
strong first
half to build a
lead en route
to a victory
over No. 3
Bishop Han-
= nan in girls
basketball Monday night. B3
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| i i t of teammate Jennifer King (24) a
Riverside’'s Melissa Kollonige stretches for a rebpund in fTon ' A ‘ :
Bishop Hannan's Kristy Akoury (10) defends. Kollonige had eight points as Riverside won, 61-51.



ollonige Helps Riverside
ower Past Bishop Hannan
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| TAYLOR — It was a simple
game plan, masterfully executed.

All Riverside wanted to do
was pound the ball inside where
it could take advantage.of its big
height advantage over third:
ranked Bishop Hannan,

Senior center Melissa Kollo-
nige made sure the plan worked
to perfection. Scoring all eight of
her points in the first quarter,
Kollonige set the tome for the
night and set the table for her
teammates,

Riverside's other starters took
advantage of what Kollonige's
play opened up, with all four
scoring in double figures as the
No. 4 Lady Vikes toppad first-half
winner Bishop Hannan, 61-51, in
Monday's Lackawanna I1 Seuth
showdown,

- “When you have a size advan-
fage, you definitely have to use
it," sald Riverside coach Lynn
Tallo, who made her return to
the bench two weeks after giving

birth to a son. “When you pound
it into Melissa a couple times, it
opens up evervthing else for our
shooters. Having her inside re-
ally takes the pressure off of my
guards,”

Especially when the board
work of Kollonige and freshman
Jennifer King, who scored 11 and
had 16 rebounds, allowed River-
side to take a 169 lead after a
quarter. Kollonige put an excla-
matign point on the start when
het third effort resulted in a bas-
ket just before the buzzer,

"There's really nobody on
their team that can match ug in-
side,” said Kollonige, who had 12
rebounds. “We wanted to get it
inside and hope that opened up
our outside shot. I was as sur
prised as anybody to be that open
inside,”

Surprise was more disappoint-
ment for Bishop Hannan coach
Barry Fitzgerald, whose team
never got closer than five the rest
of the way,

“We don’t give up 61 points to |

anybody,” Fitzgerald safd, “The
last few games, our defense has
been lacking. Let's put it that
way, We're having to outscore
people,

*We played very poorly defen-
sively. For the most part, we de-
fended the post shot well, we just
gave up too many second chances
and bailed people out.”

Bailed them out by sending
Riverside to the foul line 40
times. Much of that was because
once Riverside had the lead
Tallo let point guard Nikki Tu.
roni run the show, She scored 13,
seven in the final quarter,

Hughes led Bishop Hannan
with 21 points, but Riverside, un-
like the first meeting between the
teams, did not let Hughes have
much room in the open court,

Blshop Hanoan (2.1, 14.5] = Cappalinn: § 1
b, Conwy 4 44 12, K Aloury 2 0.3 4. Harnity 324
8, Hughes 8 3621, Aldabayan 0 0-00, M. Akeury
GO0, Yarurlo 094610 Totals 20820 %)

Riverside (30, 15:2) = Turon 3 814 15 Loko-
g 4 0-2 8, Chisdock 4 7-17 15, Plisko 4 1310
King'd 57 17, Thomas 0 222, Quick D000, Fauver
U530, Totals 18 24-40 61
Bishop Hannan § 8 W 20-5
Rivargide 5 13 15 17-8

Tpoint gosts Hughes 2. Plisko, OMicisls:

Sehoen, Grassi: JV: Riverside, 4429 (R: Oulck 14,
A Samos 101
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Bishop Hannan's Kayleigh Conway, right, tries to steal the ball from Riverside’s Jessica Plisko
Plisko scored 10 points as Riverside won, 61-51.



